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Filing Date 
For 

Group Art Unit 
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Ziemer et al 
09/856,188 
May 17, 2001 
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745 Fifth Avenue 

New York, New York 10151 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Mail Stop Status No Fee Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 

August 12,2004 

William S. Frommer, Reg. No. 25,506 



Name of 




e or Registered Representative 

(tco 



August 12,2004 ' 



Date of Signature 



STATUS INQUIRY 



Mail Stop Status No Fee 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicant respectfully requests the status of the above-identified application. 

Applicant received a paper from the PTO dated February 28, 2004, indicating that all 
claims in the application were allowable. However, the paper also stated, "due to a potential 
interference, ex parte prosecution is SUSPENDED FOR A PERIOD OF SK (6) MONTHS from 
the date of this letter." The paper also states, "Upon expiration of the period of suspension, 
applicant should make an inquiry as to the status of the application". Since the letter is dated 
February 18, 2004, we are submitted this status inquiry before August 18, 2004. 
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Applicant believes there is no fee for this action. However, if it is determined that there 
a fee, please charge it to Deposit Account No. 50-0320 

Respectfully submitted, 

FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG LLP 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



;) ' ' • ) 

Application Serial No.: 09/856,188 
Art Unit: 1616 

-All claims sire allowable. However, due to a potential interference, ex parte prosecution 
is SUSPENDED FOR A PERIOD OF SIX (6) MONTHS from the date of this letter. Upon 
expiration of the period of suspension, applicant should make an inquiry as to the status of the 
application. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to S. Mark Clardy whose telephone number is 571-272-0611. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:20 - 3:50. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thurman Page can be reached on 571-272-0602. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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